A-level English Literature — Bridging Unit

At A-level we look at two literary genres and their significance. These are: comedy and political and
social protest writing.

Over this course you will be introduced to a wide range of texts. These have been carefully selected
to ensure that you will continue to enjoy reading (we hope) and always have something to say about
each text we study. The texts that we use are:

Comedy - Twelfth Night by William Shakespeare; The Importance
of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde; a collection of poetry from the \ {
AQA poetry anthology (yellow cover). If possible, try to get a copy

of Twelfth Night that looks like the one in the picture.
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PSPW — The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini; A Doll’s House
KITALED Xy
.{:_'-:.':!-..,'\l‘ by Henrik Ibsen; Tony Harrison’s poetry from the AQA poetry anthology

il (blue cover). The anthologies will be given to you in school.

Task 1 — Aspects of Comedy

You will also be studying texts for their comedic value. Throughout this module you will be
introduced to many typical features (conventions) of the comedy genre and begin to analyse how

these relate to each text. In order to prepare for this, research the following comedic conventions:

Convention Definition and Example (from any comedy)

Parody

Farce

Denouement

Satire

Degradation

Comedy of manners

Slapstick

Disguise

Topsy turvy

Hyperbole

Double entendre

Pun

Mistaken identity

Once you have done this watch the ‘Dead Parrot’ clip on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=npjOSLCR2hE (Monty Python clip, first video

' to show up) and answer the following question: How does this sketch relate to
the definitions of comedy you have just researched?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=npjOSLCR2hE%20
http://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=geth%2bxQO&id=AD46740F14F6243D4D07A4E848321396E7B239AE&thid=OIP.geth-xQO8fNp6_-bL9zPtgEsDh&q=Monty+Python+Dead+Parrot&simid=608039745688569723&selectedIndex=63

Task 2 — Aspects of Comedy: Twelfth Night, Independent Reading
Read the Shakespeare text Twelfth Night.

As with all Shakespeare texts, it is a challenging text for a modern reader. Due to that, we would
advise that you read it alongside modern day translations and summaries — you can find all of these
on sites such as SparkNotes: https://www.sparknotes.com/nofear/shakespeare/twelfthnight/

As you read the text complete the reading log which can be found at the end of this document. It
looks like this:

Task 3 — PSPW: The Kite Runner, Research Context

To fully appreciate and understand this text it’s important to have a basic understanding of:

e The geography of the area where the text is set
e Ethnic groups and religious diversity
e Conflict

Research the following contextual factors:
Geography

1. Where is Afghanistan?
2. Find images that represent the spirit of Afghanistan and Kabul.

Ethnic groups and religion

1. How many major ethnic groups are there in Afghanistan? Create a short summary of each
focusing on Hazaras and Pashtuns.
2. Find out about the major religion in Afghanistan.



https://www.sparknotes.com/nofear/shakespeare/twelfthnight/

What are the dominant religious groups? What are the key differences between them?
What sect do the majority of Muslims belong to in Afghanistan? Has this created any
differences between groups?

Why are the Pashtuns so influential in Afghanistan?

Conflict

This is perhaps the most challenging and open-ended area for research. You need to research the
troubled history of Afghanistan focusing on the novel’s time setting and influences in the novel
(1970s to the year 2002 including the Soviet invasion and the Taliban seizing control).

1. What conflicts have the people of Afghanistan faced since the 1970s?

2. Explain what happened in Kabul in the early 1990s, before the Taliban took control, and how
this affected the population.

Task 4 — PSPW: The Kite Runner, Independent Reading

Read Khaled Hosseini’s The Kite Runner.

As you read the text complete the reading log which can be found at the end of this document. It
looks like this:
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Twelfth Night: Reading Log

Aspects of Comedy

If you intend to print this out and fill it in, make sure you make the table spaces larger.

Act1l

Scene 1
Scene 2
Scene 3
Scene 4
Scene 5

Act 2

Scene 1
Scene 2
Scene 3
Scene 4
Scene 5

Act 3

Scene 1
Scene 2
Scene 3
Scene 4

Act4

Scene 1
Scene 2
Scene 3

Act5

Scene 1




The Kite Runner: Reading Log

Political and Social Protest Writing. If you intend to print this out and fill it in, make sure you make the table spaces larger.
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