May 2018
Dear Parent/Guardian,
As we approach the summer holidays, we know that a number of pupils may be nervous about
beginning their GCSEs in English Literature and Language and the increased challenge and
workload these courses will bring.
In the English Department, we have a wide range of methods for supporting pupils to ensure that
they are ‘GCSE-ready’ by the time they start Year 9. One of these is to offer a significant discount
on a set of textbooks, ‘Skills for Writing’, aimed at developing the writing skills required at GCSE.
These books are based on research by the University of Exeter and use tried and tested methods
to accelerate progress in writing.
Full information on the books can be found on the following page. The RRP for these books is
£14.25 each but we are offering a set of three for £15. These books can be used to practise and
develop writing skills over the summer holidays and throughout Year 9. They are suitable for all
abilities as they focus on developing all aspects of writing.
If you would like to purchase a set of books for your son or daughter, payment may be made using
the online payment system at www.scopay.com/ripley using your personal login details from the
letter issued to pupils. Alternatively, you may pay by cash, which should be placed in an envelope
clearly marked with your child’s name and ‘English Writing Textbooks’ and posted in the blue box
by the school canteen.
We do have a limited number of these sets of books and will sell them on a first come, first served
basis. The final date for orders is Friday 13th July.
Yours faithfully,
Mrs R Goulds
Subject Leader, English

I would like to order a set of ‘Skills for Writing’ textbooks for £15.
Pupil name: _________________________________ Tutor group: 8______________________
Please place this slip and payment in an envelope clearly marked with your child’s name and
‘English Writing Textbooks’ and post in the blue box by the school canteen by Friday 13th July.

About the books:
‘Skills for Writing’ is a series of three books developed
in partnership with Professor Debra Myhill and her
team at the University of Exeter. It is based on
extensive research and is proven to accelerate
progress in writing significantly.
Each full-colour book contains six units based on a
range of topics. Extracts from a wide variety of real
fiction and nonfiction texts are used to demonstrate
the different effects that writers use and to model how
grammar choices can create these effects. Pupils can
then experiment with creating these effects in their
own writing.
Grammar is taught in a contextualised way, always focusing of effects, so pupils
have a wider range of techniques with which to craft creative, effective texts.
Pupils will also gain experience of the analysis of texts through exploring the choices
writers make.
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